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Recollection and Reſolution, &c. 


T is an old, and often repeated, remark, 

that every age is, in a moral view, apt 
to look upon itſelf with cenſure and diſ- 
paragement. This prejudice has, perhaps, 
ſometimes been unduely indulged ; and, 
where compariſons have been invidiouſly 
introduced, led to imputations not per- 
fectly conſiſtent with truth or charity. 
But ſtill it muſt be allowed, that every 
age has afforded abundant cauſe for com- 
plaint i in this way ; and that the preſent, ſo 


far from being an exception, furniſhes a 
2 B | fulneſs f 
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fulneſs of occaſion to the exerciſe of an active 
zeal. So much being granted, there can be 
no preſumption in examining into, and ar- 
raigning, our own practices and proceed- 
ings, when we are individually and ſo- 
cially, which we cannot but know, ſo in- 
tereſted in their conſequences and effects. 
All hiſtory, prophane as well as ſacred, 


proclaims this certainty with an uniformly 


according voice, that cauſes and effects 
bear, as they ever wall, an eſtabliſhed re- 
lation to each other. Diſobedience brought 
death into the world, and it is the pro- 
perty of ſin to produce miſery in a great 
variety of forms and degrees. They who 
commit the one and feel the other, may, in 
fome inſtances, affect to ſtifle conviction; 
but they cannot control the order eſtabliſhed 


in nature by the God of nature, nor diſ- 


annul what He hath by unvaried progreſs 
made inſeparable. The more we know of 
this world, either from obſervation or from 
tradition by what our fathers have told us, 
the ſtronger and more impreſſive muſt be 
our aſſurance: inſomuch that. we cannot 


but diſcover our obligation, as moral Be- 
ings . 
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EL #3 
mgs and accountable Creatures, to ſabmit 
to His government and obey His laws, 
however diſcoverable or manifeſted, who 
is the great King over all the earth, in 
whoſe hands is every living thing, and who 
is the author of all exiſtence. It is indeed 
a lamentable truth, and too frequently, in 
the changes of things temporal fadly veri- 
fied, that mankind have apparently, what- 
ever their ſentiments or perſuaſions might 
be, diſputed this ſupremacy of dominion, and 
attempted; if we may judge from their pro- 
ceedings, to ſuppreſs this leading principle 


of conduct ; as if they intended by violence 


to dethrone the Majeſty of Heaven. In- 
ſtances of reſiſtance in this way have been 
continually occurring ever ſince the firſt 
exiſtence of man. Creation produced re- 
bellion, and, powerful as that guard was 
by which the all-wiſe Creator endeavoured 
to preferve them from criminal miſcon- 
duct, partial diſobedience, as numbers in- 
creafed, ſoon became general, and by de- 
grees exceſſive, and almoſt univerſal. This 
occaſioned, at one moſt memorable period, 
the interference of divine juſtice, by bring- 
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ing in the flood upon the world of the un- 
godly. After which, this puniſhment, how- 
ever ſeemingly ſevere, being ineffectual to 
| — a perfect and laſting reformation, new diſ- 
| coveries of omnipotent vengeance extort- 
it ed by the moſt aggravated provocation, 
| evinced the SUPREMACY or Go. Not only 
| human agency was inſtrumentally employed 
to this purpoſe, in exciſions and extermi- 
nations, in ſubverſions and devaſtations, 
but things animate and inanimate, the ele- 
ments, and the reptiles of the earth, as in 
the caſe of Pharaoh, and that northern army, 
the locuſts, ſo ſtrikingly deſcribed by Iſaiah 
in terms of the ſublimeſt eloquence, have 
been ſummoned to an exertion of their re- 
ſpective influence in vindication of that 
VIOLATED AUTHORITY, Which, though man 
would not, they did acknowledge. Scrip- 
tural hiſtory is ſo very informing with re- 
ſpect to aſtoniſhing events thus produced, 
that we cannot fail to recolle& them. But 
conviction in this view-meets us through- 
out profane as well as ſacred Narrative in | 
all the accounts which have, been tranſ- | 
| mitted from the earlieſt æra to the preſent 
time. 
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time. And now ſurely, if ever, we may 
give credit to a certain connection between 


the provocations of men and the viſible vi- 


ſitations of God, when the tongue of blaſ- 
phemy and the hand of violence are ſo con- 
ſpicuouſly and ſo daringly diſplayed, and 
their evident conſequences ſo dreadfully 
felt; whilſt new-born iniquity is ſpread- 
ing deſolation, overthrowing the thrones 
of the mighty, and attempting to lay 
waſte the whole earth, In tracing this 
ſpirit to its riſe, and attending it through 
its progreſs, the human mind is overwhelm- 


ed, and would be fo without remedy, was 


it left to the workings of Reaſon alone. 
My ſteriouſneſs ſo aweful as this, when con- 
jecture is ſtifled in a cloud of thick dark- 
neſs, cannot be ſatisfactorily encountered 


_ without ſuperiour aſſiſtance: which muſt 


come from that God, who, whatever evils 


He for wiſe purpoſes ſuffers to ariſe, knows 


how to control and ſtop them at the pro- 
pereſt juncture, by ſaying to the paſſions 
of men, as He does to the raging. of the 
ſea, hitherto ſhall ye come, and no farther. 
Alluſive to ſuch interpoſitions of Omnipo- 
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tence are theſe ſtriking and beautiful paſ+ 
fages of the Pſalmiſt: *I thought to un- 
derſtand this, but it was too hard for me, 
until I went into the ſanctuary of God, 
then underſtood I the end of theſe men, 
namely, how thou doſt ſet them in ſlippery 
places, and caſteſt them down, and deſtroyeſt 
them.—I myſelf have ſeen the ungodly in 
great power, and flouriſhing like a green 
bay- tree; I went by, and lo he was gone. 
— Thou ſhalr bruiſe them with a rod of iron, 
and break them in pieces like a potter's 
veſſel.“ 

If we look at preſent to the 3 
of a neighbouring country, we muſt be moſt 
aweſully affected to ſee ſuch abandoned li- 
centiouſneſs ſo uncontroled as it is; and 
almoſt loſt in amazement, when we hear of 
the overflowing torrent of its deſtructive 
miſchiefs. We may perhaps be apt to aſk 
in the height of our wonder and under the 
preſſure of extreme horrour, Where is the 
God of judgment? We may, from the im- 
perfection of our diſcernment and the ea- 
gerneſs of our zeal, be prompted to call 


doun ſire from heaven to conſume ſuch 
8 | Giants 
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Giants in rebellion; or to ſay with the pro- 
phet, righteous art Thou, O Lord; yet, in 
this inſtance, let us reaſon with Thee. 
But when honeſt indignation pauſes, and 
the reſentment of the bleeding heart ſuffers 
us to be calmed into recollection, we ſhall 
ſoon diſcover the hand of God even now 
uplifted, and not only diſtinguiſh the rod, 
but ſee plainly who hath appointed it; 
and be able to find out, what will hereafter 
be more fully and abundantly manifeſted, 
the cauſes as well as tendency and effects 
of its ſtrokes. We ſhall be convinced that 
as in the natural world, with what exact- 
neſs ſoever the general courſe of. things 
proceeds, there are tempeſts, and volcanos, 
and earthquakes; ſo in the moral world 
human paſſions will ſometimes diſturb and 
diſtract its uſual order and ſymmetry ; that 
Orrences, in the prophetic language of 
its divine Luminary, will come, the ef- 
fects as well as proof of a freedom of will 
in moral agents: come in defiance of His 
ſupreme authority and government, to whom 
is given all power in heaven and in earth. 


Such violences and deſtructive irregularities, 
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though they are the voluntary acts of men 
difobeying divine, and fruſtrating, in ſome 
meafure, human laws, cannot however be 
perpetrated otherwiſe than with an allow- 
ance from the permiſſive providence of God, 
turning them to the execution of his own 
wiſe purpoſes; firſt, for the correction of 
other offenders; and finally, in the more 
ſignal puniſhment of themſelves. It is im- 
poſſible that the Prerogative of the Almighty 
ſhould be diſputed away by ſophiſtical quib- 
bles, or be annihilated by all the combined 
force of creature-reſiſtance, which He can 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
deſtroy. The right hand of the Lord muſt 
have the Pre-eminence, and will always, in 
his own way, and at his own time, and 


by inſtruments viſible and inviſible, 1 


mighty things to paſs. 

If theſe remarks, founded upon eternal 
truth, and confirmed by uniform experi- 
ence, are applied to the preſent ſtate of 
the world, that part of it eſpecially, which 
with an unexampled violence of monſtrous 
depravity is attempting an unbounded ſub- 
verſion, in every view, of liberty, and pro- 
5 pPerty. 
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perty, and life, ſurely we ſhall be induced 
to reflect upon our own ſituation with ſuit- 


able SERIOUSNESS and CONCERN. 


Theſe are terms, I am too well aware, 
which imply ſomething very unpleafant to 


a diſſipated age. It is like preſcribing 


wholeſome food to a vitiated appetit, when 
the patient with diſguſt rejects what is in- 
tended for his recovery. But when neceſ- 
ſity. enforces the application of the remedy,. 
as in a political as well as moral and. reli- 
gious view it now does, a preference of life 
to death is unqueſtionably. as rational as it 1s. 
ſeaſonable; and therefore, if in the body. 
politic and in the moral conſtitutioof man 


the head is ſick, the heart faint, and 


wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores,. 


threaten, by the rapidity of their progreſa, 


diſſolution, the prophet's. queſtion to an 
infatuated people, together. With the exhor- 
tation ſubjoined, may moſt fitly be recol- 
lected; and ſhould be profitably improved; 

Why will ye die?” wherefore turn your-. . 


ſelves, and live ye. 
* Whoever will take. time. to deliberate 


upon. the preſent circumſtances. of this 5 
B 5 country,. 


[ 1 ] | 
country, once happily diſtinguiſhed by ſim; 
plicity of manners and ſobriety of conduct, 
eſpecially in the middle ranks of life, will 
unavoidably diſcover a melancholy depar- 


ture from the long eſtabliſhed ſtandard of 


Britiſh correctneſs, and ſee a legion of in- 
diſcretfons, follies, and vices, crowding 
upon his offended eye, and contending, with 
an emulous impetuoſity, which ſhall make 
moſt fail and arrive quickeſt at the haven 
of perdition. This remark, it is hoped, 
will not be conſtrued into moroſeneſs, or 
undue ſeverity of cenſure; for he, who 
makes it, is far from indulging ſuch a turn; 
but he perceives, and wiſhes others to per- 
ceive, that reaſonable compliances and ex- 
travagant adventures into the wide field of 
libertiniſm, are very different; and that 
whilſt ſocial as well as individual comfort 
depends upon the one, the great intereſts of 
human nature, in every view, are continu- 
ally and without hefitation facrificed to the 
other. The havock thus made in regard to 
our deareſt intereſts in this world, and our 
| depending enjoyments in another, is terri- 
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11 
ble beyond defcription; and if noi controul 
is put upon the career of paſſions unduely 
indulged, not only eternal indignation awaits 
our impenitence, but temporal puniſhments, 
growing out of our own extravagancies, muſt 
overtake our obſtinacy and perverſeneſs. 
Like cauſes, ALL HIS roRx declares*it, will 
have, by the appointment of God in the 


nature of things, like effects. From whence 


ariſes, could we prove a negative as to ano- 
ther life, which is impoflible, a powerful 
argument for our acting wiſely in this, had 


we no other evidence than that of authen- 


ticly recorded facts to determine our con- 
duct. Bur, beſides this teſtimony, our owh 
obſervation may, in one inſtance at leaſt, 
convince and ought to direct us. The 
dreadful and unparalleled exceſſes thus 
brought on in a neighbouring country by 
unwarrantable diſcontent, and aggravated 
by outrageous cruelty, -in open violation of 
every reſtraint, political, moral, and reli- 
gious, and in equal contempt and defiance 


of God and man, with a proſpect of abound- 
ing miſery and diſtreſs, ſnould not merely 
Excite ſympathy; but make'us look at home, 

REN, B 6 and 


1 
and examine into our own caſe and ſitua- 
tion, that we may guard againſt evils too 
likely, otherwiſe, to overtake us. To this 
end reflection may profitably employ us, 


by attending to the ſtate of religion, our 


political and ſocial concerns, engagements, 
and obligations, and the general turn of 
our manners and habits. In reſpect to the 

firſt and greateſt object with which, as ra- 
tional agents, we muſt be everlaſtingly con- 
nected, it is our happineſs to be ſupplied 
with a fulneſs of light, having our Bibles 


open to us, and the glad tidings of the Goſ- 


pel ſnining upon the ſoul in all their native 
luſtre. The Reformation, long eſtabliſhed 
in this country, opened the priſon-doors of 
dark ſuperſtition, and purely purged away 
its drofs, announcing liberty to the cap- 
tive, and recovery of ſight to them who 
were blind. The zeal for truth thus 
laudably diſcovered and ſupported, as it 
moſt viſibly hath been, by the prevailing 
hand of our Almighty Protector, continued 
to inſpire with a juſt ſenſe of gratitude the 
hearts of men, till by degrees a coldneſs and 


' Indifference, took place, which at length are 


grown 


" 


n 


grown into neglect and contemptuouſneſs, 
and have given opportunity to the enemy 


to ſow his tares, the tares of Infidelity and 
Atheiſm. Such is the ſad beginning of 
ſorrows in this way, originating not altoge- 


ther from home- born depravity, but from 


fatal importations of gilded. poiſon under 
the enchanting name of Philoſophy, though 
utterly repugnant to its real dictates. Very 
extravagant credit has been given to that 
country, which is-the ſource of theſe fatal 
miſchiefs, for light and wiſdom, which 
were far from being its national characteriſ- 
tics in better days, however they might out 
of ſo multitudinous a people in ſome few 
inſtances be found. But they are now, by 
a moſt melancholy depreſſion. of their in- 
fluence, abſorbed and loſt in the devouring 
vortex of deſpotic phrenſy. Superſtition 


- firſt caſt a miſt over the eyes of its votaries, 
and then left them expoſed, through ig- 


norance of their duty, and without a 
juſt ſenſe of the bleſſings they might have 
enjoyed, to the deluſions of Sophiſtry, and 
the inveigling novelties of peſtilential Em- 
piriciſm. Thus their Candleſtick, (ſo fax, 
114 at 
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at leaft, we may lobk to prophery gene. 
rally denouncing) like that of the Aſiatic 
churches, is removed, and they, who 
are, however miſtaken in ſome points of 
creed and diſcipline, ſeriouſly attached to 
the cauſe of Chriſtianity in their way, are 
driven to the ſhocking alternative of a cruel 
death, or a ſtate of ſuffering and exile. An 
example abounding with inftruction to us, 
who have, by contracting a ſcornful con- 
tempt for things and acts of a ſacred nature, 
been long drawing back unto perdition, 
to prepare, by a ſettled uniformity of re- 
ligious conduct, to meet our God in all 
the diſpenſations of His Providence. Our 
light is ſtrong and clear. The word of 
God in this land of Chriſtian freedom is 
not bound, nor the kingdom of heaven ſhut 
againſt any, except ſuch as exclude them- 
ſelves by wilful unbelief and unpardonable 
impenitence; ſuch as infinite mercy itſelf 
cannot by all the inducements of compaſ. 
fion and love compel to come in. We 
ſhould do well to remember that there 
is in regard to this world as well as the 
next, - eſpecially under extraordinary -Cir 
72 cum- 


1 ] 
cumſtances of trial, an accepted time, and 
a day of ſalvation. Nineveh laid to heart 
this reflection, and profited by it. Paris 
deſpiſed it, and is undone. May we ſee 
and purſue the things which belong to our 
peace and preſervation both temporal and 
eternal! So ſhall we be earneſt in giving 
public countenance to Religion and its or- 
dinances, and feel the good effect, by a con- 
reſponding practice, of its influence pon 
our lives. ES | 
| There is another call upon our rellection 
as deeply intereſted in the preſervation and 
ſupport of national happineſs, and, with a 
-view to that, the peace and order and proſ- 
perity of the kingdom. They muſt be very 
ignorant who want to be informed that in 
this country there are to every claſs of peo- 
ple the fulleſt means of enjoyment, both 
individually and ſocially, perhaps beyond 
any other upon earth. For our conſtitu- 
tion, meliorated and improved, by long 
experience and ſound wiſdom, is the beſt 
balanced, and therefore moſt commodiouſty 
adapted to the great ends of its inſtitution, 
of A other, we may ſay, which does qr 
which 
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which can well exiſt. Its laws, in alt their 
aims, and in all their directions and re- 
ſtraints, are founded upon UNIVERSAL RIGHT, 
and converge, like the rays of a circle, to 
one central point, the ſecurity of its mem- 
bers, of. every rank and degree, high and 
low, rich and poor, from the Monarch 
upon the throne to the peaſant in the 
-field, all being comprehended in one 
common protection. Perfection indeed 
attaches to no earthly ſyſtem, and there- 
fore -we muſt *not' look for it in this. 
- But to defame and traduce it, and upon 
idle pretences or {ſiniſter deſigns, the uſual 
ſource of complaints, to raiſe popular out- 
cries, and with a view to effect the mis 
chievous purpoſes of defamers and ſubvert- 
ers, is an aggravation of criminal baſeneſs, 
originating, probably, in ſelfiſh di ſappoint- 
ment and invidious diſcontent, which diſ- 
graces the human, and is utterly repugnant 

to the Chriſtian character. It is an engine, 
which, when once ſet to work, knows non 
where, or when, or how to ſtop, but operates 
with uncontroled violence, ſo long as it has 
omen to act, or, in ather words, till its ma- 
din chinery 
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chinery drops to pieces. What is here ſaid 
will be found to be literally true in reſpect 
to the progreſs of ſtrife founded in malevo- 
lence, when the ſpirit of rebellion, or, in 
modern ſpeech, reformation, ruſhes on with 
impetuous career, until property, liberty, 
law, religion, and life, all become the vic- 
tims of its fury. If conviction is wanted, 
go to that reprobate country before al- 
luded to, in which you will find a race of 
ſelf- formed monſters, the pretended 1do- 
lizers of Reaſon and Liberty, but the de- 
ſtroyers of both; whoſe every aim is to 
ſpread and eſtabliſh rapine, deſolation, 
and murder; and their governing maxim 
to curſe God and die. The overthrow of 
ſtates and kingdoms is not enough to ſa- 
tiate their mad ambition: it is their exe- 
crable philoſophy, by all the acts of diabolic 
exertion, to overthrow human nature. 

Is there one individual amongſt Britons 
who can approve ſuch frantic proceedings, 
or apologize for, or be inclined to adopt, 
the meaſures of theſe ſavage upſtarts? If 
there is, it would be well that this happy 
land was rid of ſo unnatural a ſon, and that 

| he 
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he was baniſhed to that region of infidelity, 
darkneſs, and death, where the heathen 
rage together, and the people are encou- 
raged ro imagine a vain thing. We can- 
not reflect upon our own depending inte- 
reſts, . temporal or eternal, without ſee- 
ing in what a hazardous fituation all theſe 
are, and with what ſolicitude we ought to 
_ exert ourſelves in their preſervation. The 
circumſtances of the times are, indeed, moſt 
extraordinary and moſt alarming, and miſ- 
chief in the extreme had nearly overtaken 
us. Not to ſee and acknowledge the hand 
of God in all this, would argue a blindneſs 
of underſtanding, as well as a corruption of 
heart, which can reſult from no other caufe 
than the moſt abandoned profligacy. This 
hath long been obvious in that' country, 
where its bitter fruits now abound ; and it 
can be no fecret that ſome of the worſt 
inhabitants of this ifland have been em- 
ployed in importing many of its moſt bane- 
ful ingredients. Our conduct, in this view 
of it, has, indeed, been moſt notoriouſſy 
diſgraceful: for at the very time we were 
expreſſing, in terms of ſtrong national pro- 
„ judice 
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eſtabliſhed obligations, and to ſacrifice as 


LW” 
judice | (not always creditable in itſelf) 'OUF 
diſlike to the people, we have, with a low 
ſervility, imitated their manners and prac- 
tices even to apiſh extravagance. Nor has 
our folly been thus ſufficiently gratified. 
We have enzouraged an application to their 
language quite up to enthuſiaſm ; and, not 
contented with the levities of their writ- 
ings, have been ambitiouſly emulous to 
ſtudy the worſt of them, and to imbibe 
with fondneſs the poiſon conveyed by theſe 
intoxicating ſtreams of profane reverie. 
Nay, our complimentary, attachment to this 
fantaſtic foible has been ſuch as to induce 
us in common life to make uſe of terms in 
their language, of which few know the mean- 
ing, to the excluſion of our own; and in high 
life, nay in lower too, the cup of intoxica- 
tion, in a moral view, has been made ſo fami- 
liar to our taſte, that we have at length not 
merely ſipped, but drank deep off, it to the 
very dregs, till, like themſelves, we have. 
been ready to violate the moſt ſacred and. 


the altar of libertiniſm our. moſt ineftimablyg 
intereſts and enjoyments in a religious as 
well 
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well as a political view. Teſtimonies in 
proof of this aſſertion are far too many and 
too convincing. Amongſt other proſtitu- 
tions of our perſonal conſequence and na- 
tional dignity, there is one generally con- 
nected with other follies and vices, which 
T almoſt tremble to mention, I mean Gamb- 
ling; the ruinous employment both of time 


and property, and the treacherous enemy 


of credit and friendſhip, and every moſt 
commanding tie which ought to bind men 
to each other. Not only fortunes are thus 


melted down in this'crucible of deſtruction 1 


but families are often diſgraced and un- 
done. God is, perhaps oftentatiouſly, ſlight- 
ed; his prerogative ſpurned ; his ſolemn 


ſabbath profaned; and diſſolution ſpread, 
as it unavoidably muſt, where ſuch miſ- 
conduct prevails, through all ranks of the 


Community. Every negle& or mifapplica- 
tion of the one day in ſeven, where undue 
indulgencies take place; however plauſible 
the pretences for them, muſt; in ſome de- 
$ree, have this effect, and tend to the un- 


dermining political ſtability as well as re- 
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ligious order: for this being once deſtroy- 
ed, the other can have no ſecure ſupport. 

Here is a call again, upon reflection, 
and ample room for its activity, eſpecially 
where Mac18TRaAcy exiſts, and Law is 
not yet aboliſhed. The axe muſt be reſo- 
lutely laid to the root of the tree, whether 
it is on high or low ground, impartiality 
ſnew itſelf not in a fugitive but continued 
zeal for the ſecurity of our beſt bleſſings, 
and the averting evils deſtructive of all 
true enjoy ment. Look at the generations 
of old, preceding our 'own, ſee whether 
national- depravity and public proſperity 
have uſually accompanied each other, or 
whether diſtreſs, and at | laſt overthrow, 
have not been the attendants or conſe- 
quences of unreſtrained folly and abound- 
ing vice, levity of conduct and profligacy 
of manners. You will find cities, ſtates, 
and great bodies of men bearing uniform 
teſtimony, to the rule; of Omnipotence, 
and be compelled to acknowledge that 
verify there is a God who judgeth the 
earth. External reſiſtance may diſappoint 
the: aims of our enemies, and perhaps 

| be, 
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be, as we naturally wiſh, productive of 


triumph; but no triumph can be complete, 
or laſtingly ſucceſsful in its conſequences 
and influence, unleſs there is internal recti- 
tude and ſelf- command, a reaſonable con- 
trol of, otherwiſe, domineering paſſions, and 
habits of economy founded in temperance 
and diſcretion, adapted to the condition of 
individuals as well as the ſtate of the com- 
munity ; there being no poſition ſo falſe, 
if cloſely examined, as this, that private 
vices contribute to public good. Such an 
imagination 1s as little conſiſtent with ex- 
perience, as it is conſonant to natural or 
divine light. All evil practice, and all dif- 
ſipation, muſt be miſchievouſly extenſive, 
and have an influence dreadfully contagious 
over the conduct of others. We muſt be 
blind not to diſcern this in the preſent diy, 
when high and low, rich and poor, meet 
together in a new ſenſe of aſſociation, 


ſpending a large portion of their time as 


well as property in diverſions and amuſe- 


ments, ſuch as lead them, perſons of in- 
feriour rank eſpecially, into diſtreſſes:and 
diſgraces injuriens not only to themſelves, 


but 
7 


„ 
but to their families. The attendance up- 
on places of pleaſure, moſt alarmingly in- 
creaſed and increaſing, cannot be without 
much expence, often very diſproportionate 
to the purſe of the indulging party; and 
this induces a temptation to find ſupplies 
from extortion and plunder; the end of 
which is too often an ignominious, and pre- 
mature, and fatal death. Gaming, that 
moſt bewitching devourer of time and ſub- 
ſtance, is, in continual inſtances, produc- 
tive of undoing; yet adventurers are not 
diſcouraged, but the higheſt (if that term 
confiſts with ſuch practice) go on rapidly 
to ruin, and the loweſt emulouſly purſue 
the ſhadow of imagination, though they 
know the gallows is the boundary of their 
plan. Another ſource of miſchief is dreſs, 
eſpecially in the female ſex; not ſuch as to 
adorn, but to diſguiſe, their perſons, and 
through an affection of fantaſtical appear- 
ance to confound all diſtinctions of rank 
and order. This ſort of foppery, produc- 
tive of ruinous extravagance to many, and 
infecting to extreme offenſiveneſs the other 
ſex, even ſo far as, in certain views, to diſ- 
þ Th grace 
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grace profeſſional character, has been gree- 
dily imported, and, in ſome reſpects, moſt 
ridiculouſly exceeded, from a neighbouring 
country, whoſe vices as well as follies we 
have been too prone to imitate; till at. 
length we are ſo entangled in the fatal 
ſnare, as to adopt notions not merely pre- 
judicial to ſocial comfort and ſafety, but 
utterly ſubverſive of all civil polity, even 
of the chriſtian religion itſelf. Nay, they 
tend to the planting licentiouſneſs upon 
the ruins of liberty, and, conſequently, to 
the extinction of all moral ſenſe, and the 
introduction of barbariſm and heathen dark- 
neſs. Here then we ſhould do well to pauſe, 
before the conſcience is quite feared, and 
ſuffer RecoLLtcTION and REsoLUTION to 
exccute their office, by leading us to aſk 
ſome well adapted queſtions, and to be af- 
feed and determined by the anſwers na- 
turally reſulting from them. Such are theſe: 
whether an eſtabliſhed political conſtitution, 
improved to a degree of excellence beyond 
any other in the known world, is not pre- 
ferable to the baſeleſs fabric of an utopian, 


republican, undefined, and, perhaps, im- 
practicable 
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practicable ſyſtem? whether a regular go- 
vernment, in which there is equal attention 
paid to the intereſts, the ſecurity, and the 
comfort of all ranks, is not more eligible 
than any looſe plan of treacherous fraterni- 
zation or the bluſtering conceits of giddy 
anarchiſts? whether quietneſs and peace 
are not more deſirable than - confuſion and 
uproar? whether riot and rapine, cruelty 
and murder, are not better guarded againſt 
than admitted? whether ſimplicity of man- 
ners is not more productive of general as 
well as individual benefit than foppery and 
extravagance? whether prudence is not a 
more ſucceſsful guide to enjoy ment than 
fantaſtic and uncontroled levity; and, in 
ſhort, whether the votaries of diſcretion are 
not more happy in themſelves than they 
who live in a round of intoxicating indul- 
gence ? but above all, whether we can con- 
fiſtently with our own good, and ſecurity, 
and obligation, throw off the reſtraints of 
religion and live without God in the world? 
The anſwer to this queſtion, except where 
obduracy hath benumbed the ſoul with a 
fatal chiil, muſt be univerſally one. For 

C the 
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the relation is inſeparable, and whatever 
ſtrangeneſs we may unnaturally contract in 
regard to its influence, we cannot fly from, 
nor avert, its effects. Penalties viſible and 
inviſible -attend, and follow, and will, as 
the reaſons and ends of divine government 
require, ſurely be inflicted. We ſee it ſo at 
this moment in judicial blindneſs and the 
moſt dreadful diſaſters which human nature 
can feel, firſt falling upon the victims of 
infidel vengeance, and then, by the wonder- 
ful workings of an all- diſpoſing providence, 
an ſure Circulation, upon thoſe perfidious 
monſters, whoſe delight had been in-over- 
throw and plunder, in cruelty and blood. 
Whatever there may be in ſuch events of 
clouds and darkneſs, enough of righteouſ- 
neſs and judgment will appear to enforce 
conviction, and inſpire the heart with 
alarm. It ſhould ſeem under that complete 
diſpenſation of light and knowledge which 
the Gos EIL brings, that where 17 has been 
admitted ſuch horrible exceſſes could not 
prevail; but, whilſt we recollect what per- 
verſe creatures mankind are, and that they 
are, though induced and aſſiſted, and en- 
cCouraged, 
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couraged, not compelled, to be wiſe and 
good, we are prepared to hear reports of 
the extravagance ariſing from wilfulneſs 
and uncontrouled paſſions. Hence hath 
God, known to whom are all things both 
before and after they are called into action, 
not only declared what will be the conſe- 
quence of ſuch conduct in Beings capable 
of moral choice, as they are virtuous or 
wicked, but he hath plainly predicted the 
great alterations and changes in the world, 
the downfal and deſolation of ſtates and 
kingdoms; in a vaſt variety of which caſes 
the event hath correſponded to the predic- 
tion with an exactneſs egually tending to 
ſurpriſe and convince. To the ſame pur- 
poſe we find in the New Teſtament, that 
treaſury of glad and peaceful tidings, that 
the divine Author does not profeſs to over- 
rule, by a mechanical impulſe, the paſſions 
of men, but foreſees and foretels their un- 
perſuadableneſs under all the means and 
motives of Grace, inſomuch that he ſays, 
F came not to ſend peace but the fword ; 
and again, it is impoſſible but that offen- 
ces will come ; and he repreſents, that the 

"© Þ neareſt 
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neareſt and tendereſt ties of affinity will be 
inſufficient to reſtrain the turbulencies of 


the human mind, inſomuch that a man's 


Foes ſhall be thoſe of his own houſhold. 


Many like predictive accounts of the ſad 


diſorders - reſulting from uncontroled vio- 


lence in human nature are remarkably given, 
and as remarkably verified in the continual 
abuſes of the freedom of will eſſential to 
the exiſtence of moral agents in a ſtate-of 
trial. But what is moit to be lamented 
upon a view of this melancholy truth is, that 
a confederacy in this way hath been too 


often obſervable in the world. To ſuch an 
event our prophetic Saviour moſt decidedly 
looks when he ſpeaks of his ſending fire on 
the earth, pointing more directly to the ter- 
rible overthrow of Jeruſalem when infidelity 


and diſobedience became their own execu- 
tioners, and brought on complicated de- 
ſtruction by a mutual and almoſt univerfal 
laughter. The things which belonged to 
their peace were judicially hidden from 
their eyes, and, as Joſephus, the Jewiſh 


Hiſtorian, repreſents, an unrelenting and 
undiſtinguiſhing ferocity diſplayed their acts 


00 
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of vengeance in carnage and deſolation. & 
mournful picture of the effects of reſiſtance. 
to: the counſels and laws of God ! to which 
it would have been difficult to find a paral=-- 
lel, until our own day produced it in a coun- 
try, where the extravagancies of ſuperſtition. 
and the yoke of deſpotiſm laid that founda- 
tion upon which infidelity and profaneneſs. 
have raiſed a ſuperſtructure of rebellion, 
apoſtacy, and confuſion, that baflle deſcrip- 
tion and overwhelm the feelings of Huma=-- 
nity. 

Let us now reflect upon theſe circum-- 
ſtances, and appeal calmly, as duty and inte-- 
reſt direct, to our facultics of reaſon and judg-- 
ment. Are the authors of ſuch direful and ex- 
rended miſchief fit perſons to organize other 
nations and to meliorate the conſtitution of. 
this in particular? is ſuch an example fit 
for a people abounding in the beſt gifts of: 
Heaven to follow, or. thall we not be moſt” 
reſolutely guarded againſt all the artifices - 
and intrigues of ſuch peſtilential enemies, 
when we muſt ſee, if not fatally blinded by 
prejudice and corruption, that every ap- 
proach to a fraternization as unnatural as it 
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is treacherous, is a ſtep to perdition, politi- 
cal, moral, and religious, temporal and 
eternal. For what elſe can be the end of 
denying the only LoRDp Gop AND ouR 
Saviour JEsus CHRIST, whilſt reaſon and 
liberty, the property and the privilege of 
man, are perſonified, and idolized, and 
deified, at the very inſtant in which both 
are abuſed and facrificed, the one as a vic- 
tim to profaneneſs, the other to licentiouſ- 
4# neſs. Alas: we have too long been the 
dupes of aperyand folly, and blindly attached 
| ourſelves to the ſorceries of an enchantreſs, 
þ who, with a view to a finiſhed conqueſt 
in our national ſubjugation, has almoſt in- 
| duced us to ſurrender the ufe of our own 
language in favour of the Gallic tongue. 
A very deſpicable and reproachful change 
indeed! But we know far too much of it as 
a vehicle of poiſon under the abuſed name of 
Philoſophy, and as a part of education, fe- 
male eſpecially; trifling and ridiculous. Q 
that we were wiſe! that we could diſcern 
the traps and ſnares, into which we blindly 
ruſh, and at once diſdain and ſhun compli- 
ance, knowing that the end, long aimed at 

by 
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By a cunning; ſilently but ſurely ſubverſive of 
Britiſh: confidence and Britiſh ſecurity, is 
death; not in one, but in every ſenſe which 
ean affect our enjoyments as men, as citi- 
Zens, and as Chriſtians.- 

The ſtate of the world at this time is pe- 
culiarly ſtriking; and if we look as we ought 
beyond the enterpriſes of men, the hand off 

God muſt appear in the preſent ſtupendous 
revolution of things, His judgments, there 
can ſurely be no-preſumption.in applying 
this term; are abroad. We cannot be ſur- 
_ priſed that they ſhould be called forth, when 
we know how iniquity abounds; that itputs- 
on new- ſhapes, proceeds to new. exceſſes, 
and bids defiance to all power human and 
divine. We are already too ſenſible, from 
an unhappy partieipation in their effects, 
of the miſchiefs thus produced, of the fatal 
tendency and deſolating ſpread of ufurping- 
violence. Our concern ſhould be to avert 
its attacks by a vigilant oppofition and a 


vigorous refiſtance in every way in wich 
our faculties can be applied; A reliance 
upon the arm of fleſh will not be ſufficient. 
Victory of this kind, ſhould it be obtained, 
C 4 will 
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will not ſecure our welfare. We muſt look 
internally to our condition, and employ all 
the more effective means of preſervation 
which recollection can ſuggeſt, or reſolu- 
tion execute: the firſt and moſt infallible 
of which muſt be obedience to the laws 
of God, as it comprehends aH the great 
and unalterable duties of religion and mo- 
: rality, which will lead directly to a quiet 
and conſcientious ſubmiſſion to eſtabliſhed 
human authority, in 1ts different relations, 
directions, modes, and appointments, as 
they ſeverally tend to individual comfort 
and to ſocial ſupport ;. with which is ſtrictly 
connected the peace and order of national 
government, and the ſecurity of every po- 
litical inſtitution. 

There never has been, until the preſent 
moment of infatuation, but one opinion 
about the influence of religion upon na- 
tional eſtabliſhments in every view, not as 
an engine of prieſtcraft, but as the beſt and 
moſt ſubſtantial Baſis, originating in the 
will of God and the nature and conſtitution 
of things, of human happineſs. In a ſtate 
of heatheniſm it has always been thought 
ſo, and in proportion to the civilization of 

ſociety 
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ſociety its rites and cultivation have been 
provided for and ſecured. Under the in- 
ſtructive light and vivifying comforts. of - 
Revelation, wherever the beams of the Sux:- 

of RicuTEousNEss have ſhone, the effects 

of ſuch a proviſion have been moſt clearly 

ſeen and ,moſt ſenſibly felt. In this happy 

land ſuch a perſuaſion, productive of ſuitable 

5 attention, has ſucceſſively, tho* not perhaps 

uniformly, marked our annals, and been the 

glory of our name. At this time,. thanks 

to the wonderful protection of an all-go- 

verning and all-ſupporting Providence, the 

Goſpel of Chriſt is. preſerved to us in the 

fulneſs of its divine luſtre ; and that eccLE- 
STASTICAL POLITY, Which has long been our 
reaſonable. boaſt, remains, in ſpite of differ. - 
ent attempts to overſet it, unſullied and 
unimpaired. Now the queſtions, which we 
ought to put to ourſelves, are theſe; whe-. - 
ther our manners and our habits. are ſuch + 
as correſpond to the advantages which we 
enjoy? whether the purſuits, in which e 
engage, are conſiſtent with the character of 
chriſtian believers and good citizens; and, 
if they are not, what will probably be the, 
1 5 | zeſult 2 - 
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reſult? This queſtion is moſt intereſting, 
and appeals with a fulneſs of force to every 
one's underſtanding, and to every one's heart. 
The fatal experiment of undue indulgence 
and criminal pleaſure hath been too long 
tried; their fruits are known to be bitter, 
and their end is frequently in a natural, 
certainly ina moral view, found to be death. 
Under circumſtances more alarming than 
ordinary, when a very large part of Europe 
is in a ſtate of ferment ; when the hearts of 
ſome are fainting for fear, or tortured with 
woe, and the hearts of others are inſpired 
by the rankeſt malevolence of hell, no 
doubt ſurely can ariſe in the minds of them 
whom thought hath not quite deſerted, 
what they ſhall do; whether they ſhall ſa- 
crifice to wanton folly and lethargic ſupine- 
neſs all their moſt ſubſtantial intereſts in 
this world, and barter for periſhing grati- 
fications all their brighteſt hopes in ano- 
ther; or whether they ſhall, by a faithful ad- 
herence vo the duties of religion, and the 
common obligations of man, provide for 
their own ſalvation, and that of their coun- 
try, by being what, without ſelf-reforma- 
| tion 
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tion they cannot be, good Patriots as well 
as conſiſtent Chriſtians. 

Other foundation can no man lay, upon 
which public ſafety or private happineſs will 
be ſupported, or can at all ſubſiſt. The ap- 
peal lies to all Hiſtory, profane as well as 
ſacred, there being no producible inſtance 
where luxury and venality, debauchery and 
riot, and all the wild exceſſes of frantic li- 
centiouſneſs, contributed to real enjoyment 
ſocial or individual. Reflect then before the 
night cometh, approaching, perhaps quick- 
ly, as it is, in which no work can be done, 
no exertion made upon your certain intereſts 
and depending good, in time and in eter- 
nity, upon the ſtriking contraſt of condi- 
tion between happineſs and miſery, as the 
one reſults from wiſdom, and the other 
from folly; the one from a right improve- 
ment, the other froin a baſe proſtitution, of 
thoſe faculties which God hath bountifully 
imparted to human nature. Reflect in a 
moment of ſeriouſneſs, for ſurely ſuch mo- 
ments there muſt be, what you are doing, 
and to what ends your actions are directed: 
whether you ſo uſe this world as not abu 
ſing it; and whether you look with a cheer- 

ful 
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ful confidence in divine mercy through Jeſus 
Chriſt to another. With a view to which 
repentance from dead works is our remedy ; 
but this will never operate to good effect 
till it produces a life unto righteouſneſs, 
that being the great end of all the expedi- 
ents which can be applied. Here then let 
our reſolution caſt its anchor, that our hope 


may be animated, our gloom diſperſe, our 


proſpect brighten, our approach to death 
and judgment, which we know are every 
moment nearer, may be rendered comfor- 
table and ſerene. 

But if ſuch events are in the workings of 
natural cauſes and the courſe of God's go- 
vernment deciſively ſettled, and there are 
faculties in us correſponding to our wants, 
and adapted by a ſuitable exerciſe to our 
trials, RECOLLECTION can hardly fail at 
this moment to have its due influence upon 
our minds, whether we conſider our obli- 
gations to our Almighty Benefactor in the 
viſitation of his love and the alarms of his 
providence, or the ſolemn vows. of obedi- 
ence lately made, by which we have bound 


ourſelves under an awful apprehenſion of 
_ thoſe 
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thoſe impending evils that are now ſo ſe- 
verely felt by others. Queſtions muſt ariſe 
upon this view of things, which, if we deal 
fairly with ourſelves, call for direct and 
om ee and ſhould inſpire vigi- 
lance, activity, and perſeverance in regard 
to our conduct both as Citizens and Chriſ- 
tians, whoſe greateſt intereſts are at ſtake, 
and for the ſacrifice of which no compenſa- 
tion can be made. Shall we then tamely 
ſurrender our beſt and moſt ſubſtantial bleſ- 
ſings into the enemy's hand, or ſhall we uſe 
our utmoſt exertion in every way to defend 
and preſerve them? Is religion, too long 
ſlighted and neglected in its inſtitutes, its 
diſcipline, rites, and practical influence, at 
length become ſo inſignificant in our eſ- 
teem, that, after liberating and preſerving 
it from the yoke of ſuperſtitious bondage, 
we ſhall wholly throw it off and abandon 
ourſelves to the uncontrouled licentiouſneſs 
of infidel ſcorn, living without God in the 
world? Shall we, as others have moſt pro- 
fanely done, ſurrender our temples to the 
Max or SIN, with his infernal hoſt, who 
profeſſedly war againſt heaven, with all the 
wildneſs of diabolic blaſphemy and profane. 
neſs? 
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neſs? ſhall we, as they have done in the 
extravagance of their ravings, perſecute and: 
murder the miniſters of Jeſus, to employ the 
prieſts of Baal and: offer up to Moloch hu- 
man victims, inſtigated by the barbarous- 
examples of Gallic tribunals — without 
mercy—without: reſtraint—all' ſhadow of 
compaſſion for rank, for ſex, for age, for 
character and merit being abſorbed in un- 
feeling rancour, which no innocence cam 
ſoften nor. juſtice controul ?* ſhall we ex 
change HALLEZ UAH for Io Pzan, adopt. 
pagan orgies, and, in contradiction to its 
own dictates, deify reaſon, and with all the 
inſolence of wanton triumph deſecrate the 
temple of God? Surely, Britons are not. 
ripe for ſuch madneſs,. whatever the mea 
ſure of our iniquity may be; nor is it ſup- 
poſable; that we ſhould barter pure chriſ-- 
tianity for the unhallowed. maxims of fran-- 
tic deluſion, under the ſpecious, but much 
abuſed, name of Philoſophy. Better had 
it been for that devoted country: whoſe in- 
fatuated conduct inſpires: us with aggrava- 
ted and increaſing horrour, to have poſſeſſed 
divine truth even in an adulterated ſtate, 
than to have extinguiſhed the degree of light 
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by which they were cheered, and be loft in 
midnight darkneſs. Bad as the conſtitution 
might before be, this is a dreadful contraſt, 
and ſhould ſerve as a powerful admonition 
to us to ſtand faſt in the liberty with which 
Chriſt hath made us free; whilſt we keep 
in conſtant remembrance our Lord's em- 
phatic charge, never more applicable, in 
every ſenſe, than at this time, War I say 
TO YOU, I 8Ay TO ALL, WATCH “. 

Queſtions again may be put relative to 
our political liberty, our perſonal property, 
and the ſecurity of our lives; and in every 
inſtance, as well as in the caſe of every in- 
dividual throughout all ranks of ſociety, ſa- 
tisfactory anſwers will moſt aptly apply. 
As to LIBERTY, there is no government 
under heaven where it is better underſtood, 
more jealouſly guarded, or more ſcrupu- 
louſly maintained, without any exception or 
reſerve, as to high and low, rich and poor; 
the law, without which liberty cannot ex- 
iſt, being equally provident for its protec- 
tion on all ſides, and in every one's behalf. 
Under ſuch an auſpicious influence, two 


In a chriſtian view ſuch attention is always neceſ- 
ſary; in a political one, it is now peculiarly ſo. 
moſt 
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moſt formidable evils are avoided, its being: 
uſed, as we ſee elſewhere it is, for a cloke of 
maliciouſneſs, and its degenerating inta de- 
ſtructive and all confounding licentiouſnefs. 
If we enquire farther, how we are circum-: 
ſtanced in this country in regard to PzR-- 
SONAL PROPERTY, What is the reſult? Have 
we not all the fulleſt aſſurance of ſafety ?. 
Each in his reſpective ſtation and condit:an . 
hath a hedge planted about him and about- 
his houſe, which the wild boar out of the 
wood cannot root up, nor the wild beaſt of 
the foreſt devour; which democratic kna- 
very cannot yet ſubvert, (God grant it never 
may!) nor the fury of the anarchiſt lay 
waſte; to which. nothing can give a de- 
cided effect but our own inſenſibility, ne- 
gligence, and corruption. Let us then 
temporally as well as ſpiritually recollect of 
what infinite conſequence it is to ourſelves 
to attend earneſtly, in every application of 
that term, to the day of .Sa.vartion, and 
vigilantly to ſecure, by our own active con- 
currence, thoſe bleſſings, which ſo pecu- 
liarly attach to our national character and 
ſtate, rejoicing in hope of, as well as fer- 
vent in prayer for, their uninterrupted con- 
tinuance, 
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rinuance, under the protection of a moſt 
gracious God. Laſtly, if we look to the 
preſervation of LIE in the view of political 
care and legal ſecurity, where, upon earth, 
can more effectual proviſion be made? All 
is done, which can in the nature of things 
pe done, for our ſafety and individual en- 
Joyment, throughout all claſſes of the com- 
munity, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
For ſubordination, without which no com- 
-munity can-ſubſiſt, is the very Baſis of uni- 
verſal preſervation, under the well con- 
rived and well judged ſanctions of eſta- 
bliſhed authority. Theſe are what God 
' hath, in the wiſe conſtitution of nature, 
Joined together, and what man cannot, 
by any poſhble attempt, put aſunder ; 
nor make the experiment, without intro- 
ducing a hoſt of plagues worſe than Egyp- 
tian, by filling the land with confufion 
and violence, with ſlaughter and blood, 
with la mentation, and mourning, and woe: 
which are curſes far too ſevere to be called 
to mind without agonizing the heart, even 
"when heard of at a diſtance, whilſt the 
Throne and the Altar are equally violated 
and ſubverted. But what would they be if 
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brought home and prevailing within our 
own long happy and much envied border? 
What would they be, ſhould we become, 
like other ferocious ſavages, alienated from 
humanity by their own vain imaginations, 
our own executioners? Would we have the 
guillotine, that new invented engine of in- 
fernal cruelty, imported into our iſland to 
propagate liberty, and enforce fraterniza- 
tion? Then let us encourage diſaffection, 
and, by the enchantment of falſehood, dif- 
fuſe a ſpirit of groundleſs murmur and un- 
grateful diſcontent, we ſhall ſoon ſee. deſo- 
lation enſue, and univerſal ruin ſpread it- 
ſelf over the delightful ſpot of this fertile 
Canaan. But if we pauſe, and contemplate 
our ſurrounding and abundant bleſlings, 
and weigh their intrinſic value, in a juſt 
balance, a cordial unanimity will pervade 
our councils, a well tempered and ſteady 
zeal will preſerve our religion, and run, 
like an electrical ſtroke, through the nerves 
of the community: law will fortify our li- 
berty, prudence will guard our property 
under the ſanction of national wiſdom, and 
our lives will be ſecure from the inſidious 


violence of mercileſs deſtroyers. In ſhort, 
5 whilſt 
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whilſt recollection ſets before us, in pleaſing 
Array, our long enjoyed bleſſings, and gra- 
titude impreſſes upon our hearts a due ſenſe 

of our obligations to the Supreme Giver, 

we cannot, except through unpardonable 
obduracy, forget, or forbear, the ſincere ap- 
plication of our ſolemn vows to the Majeſty 

of Heaven; but reflection will ſo animate, 
and reſolution ſo ſupport us, in the per- 
formance of our duties perſonal and ſocial, 
that having conquered our internal enemies, 
our follies and our vices, we may look up 
with hopeful confidence to the ſuccour 
of the Almighty, and contend without 

diſmay againſt the ſtratagems of external 
foes, who, however inveterate in malice, 
or artful in wiles and circumvention, or 
active in the deſtruction of Royalty, and the 
overthrow of ſocial Order, Government, and 
Tranquility, can never reaſonably expect ſo 
_ favourable a reſult from their deſperate and 
unprincipled ſtratagems as we may- from 
our confidence in the Lord of Hoſts, if we 
cultivate that confidence with unanimous 

perſeverance and uprightneſs of heart. 

OuR ALL is at ſtake. The World, great 
part of it at leaſt, is in a ſtate of ſtrange 
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agitation ;* new things, untold in hiſtory, 
have ariſen, and the amazement as well as 
apprehenſion of mankind is excited to an 
uncommon extent. Time ſeems to be preg- 
nant with events no leſs intereſting than 
aweful. Drowſineſs and luxury may, for it 
1s their natural tendency, undo us. Exertior 
and Union are, under the care of Divine Pro- 
vidence, our only promiſing preſervatives, 
conducted and cemented, as they muſt be, 
by that temper and firmneſs which religion 
alone can inſpire. So may we hope, what- 
ever clouds at preſent obſcure our political 
horizon, to ſee this darkneſs diſperſed with 
triumphant gladneſs, when we may with 
unpreſuming gratitude apply to ourſelves 
that exulting ſalutation of the Jewiſh Law- 
giver to Iſrael: HAPPY ART THOU, O BRI“ 
TAIN, A PEOPLE SAVED OF THE LORD, WHO 
IS THE SHIELD OF THY MIGHT, AND THE 
SWORD OF THINE EXCELLENCY, 
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